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GCoLpEN GATE:

Sl BUILDING THE
by e MIGHTY BRIDGE

BRIDGE

By Elizabeth Partridge « lllustrated by Ellen Heck

“A child’s-eye glimpse of the whole thrilling process.”
—Kirkus, Starred Review

“A well-researched and excellent addition to STEM
classes and library collections.”

—School Library Journal, Starred Review
978-1-4521-3514-4 « $19.99 HC . Ages 5-8

ABOUT THE BOOK

Award-winning author Elizabeth Partridge tells the thrilling story of the Golden Gate Bridge and how it was
built. Across a treacherous strait where deep ocean waters rip back and forth with the tides, and during the
depths of the Great Depression, daring teams of engineers and builders set out to make something many
thought impossible.

The building of the beloved landmark and symbol of San Francisco began in 1933 and officially opened on May
27,1937. The awe-inspiring and groundbreaking construction of the Golden Gate Bridge is truly a testament
to the power of hope and perseverance. Told from the point of view of the lighthouse keeper’s children, who
watch in fascination as the trucks and crews arrive and steel towers coated in heavy red paint begin to rise above
the turbulent water, Golden Gate shares a thrilling visual perspective on each stage of the breathtaking project.

Readers can look and learn as each page turn reveals dazzling, color-soaked artwork paired with text that blends
factual details into the narrators’ keen observations. By the final spread, where fireworks explode in celebration
over the mighty bridge, the tale is complete—not only of an astonishing feat of engineering but of the potential
of human ingenuity to defy the odds and make the impossible possible.

ABOUT THIS GUIDE

This curriculum guide contains pre-reading engagement and background information, research activities, and
creative projects applicable to a variety of curricula.
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BEFORE READING

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT BRIDGES?

Before sharing Golden Gate: Building the Mighty Bridge, access students’ prior knowledge by creating a chart
with two headings:

«  What we know about bridges
«  What we know about the Golden Gate Bridge

Brainstorm with students and record their responses under each heading. After reading Golden Gate, return to
the chart and add new information students have learned.

LOCATION, LOCATION

Point to the location of the Golden Gate Bridge on a map of California. Then share a detailed map such as:
ridgetrail.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/2019_NorthBay GoldenGateBridgetoMarinHeadlands.pdf

Show the location of Lime Point where the lighthouse was positioned and where children in the story lived. Ask
children how many miles long they think the Golden Gate Bridge is to be able to connect Fort Point to Lime
Point. Following this discussion, locate the information on the website.

PICTURE WALKING

lllustrator Ellen Heck has incorporated double-paged spreads, vignettes, and framing to chronicle the
construction of the Golden Gate Bridge. Conduct a “picture walk” through Golden Gate beginning with the
cover illustration:

+  What do you see on the cover? What are the children and dog looking at?
«  What is shown on the end pages?

+  On the fifth page following the title page, what do you see that is different from the previous pages?
(Point out the illustration at the bottom of the page depicting the initial blueprints and then the
progress in constructing the bridge.)

+  As we turn the pages, we see there are two main colors the illustrator uses. What are they? The front
of the book tells us the illustrations were rendered in “mixed media over red-orange paper.” Let’s look
at Ellen Heck’s website to see how she created those illustrations: https://el|enheck.com/portfo|io/

golden-gate/
+  The final pages of the book are called the Afterword. What do you think that means? What would be

included in an Afterword?
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AFTER READING

AWESOME INFORMATION

Divide a paper into six sections. Individually or in pairs, ask students to record their takeaways from Golden
Gate: Building a Mighty Bridge. Share their responses in small groups.

This book is about. . . Interesting facts | learned. . .

“Impossible” challenges in building the bridge. .. New vocabulary from the book . . .

A connection | made to Golden Gate. . . | would or would not recommend this book to a
friend? Why or why not?

QUESTIONS? QUESTIONS?
Before beginning a discussion after reading Golden Gate: Building the Mighty Bridge, have students pause,

ponder, and write questions they want to ask about the book using the following prompts:
A question that starts with “why”
A question about an interesting word that bubbled up for them in the story
A question about the construction of the bridge
A question about an important detail from the story
A question that begins with “what”

A question about the illustrations

TEXTSTRUCTURES

A text structure is how an author organizes information within a text that assists readers in understanding the
flow of ideas and key points. This might be done by identifying patterns such as chronological order, cause and
effect, compare and contrast, or problem and solution. Have students select a graphic organizer and use it to
describe one of the impossible challenges in building the Golden Gate Bridge. For example:

Problem:

People thought it was impossible to build a bridge to “span from land to land across the wild, surging waters.”

Students then provide selected steps to the solution or sequence the actions of constructing the bridge.
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Problem & Solution Sequencing
First Next And
Problems
o o o
Then Finally
Steps to Solution
o

y

Solution

CINQUAIN POEM

Poetry provides an opportunity to respond to a book uniquely and creatively. A cinquain poem focuses on a
topic with limited words and phrasing. Cinquain poems use a variety of structures including the one below.
Students can craft a cinquain by adding descriptive words and phrases based on their reading of Golden Gate:

Golden Gate
(the topic)
(word describing the topic) (word describing the topic)
(-ing word) (-ing word) (-ing word)

4-word phrase about the topic

Bridge
(last word about the topic)

BRIDGETO UNDERSTANDING

The text and illustrations in Golden Gate: Building the Mighty Bridge offer an inspiring story of hope, perseverance,
and human ingenuity to defy the odds. The description of the bridge-building process, rich vocabulary, and
eye-catching illustrations provide an opportunity for students to interact with each other to discuss this

amazing feat.
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Create a handout using a variety of items for students to talk about with each other. Students then walk around
the classroom and find someone who can respond to the prompt. If they are successful, the student who
answered writes their initials in the box containing that prompt. Each prompt must be answered by a different
student.

Find someone who

can tell you 3 new

things they learned
from the book.

Find someone who

can tell you a new

word they learned
from the text.

Find someone who
can tell you the
name of the color
used on the bridge.

Find someone who
can tell you if the
book is fiction or

nonfiction and why.

Find someone who
can tell you how
long it took to

build the bridge.

Find someone
who can tell you
their favorite part

of the book.

Find someone who
can tell you who is
the author of
Golden Gate.

Find someone who can
tell you the name of the
ocean that stretches out

behind you if you are
standing on the bridge.

Find someone who can
tell you what they think
is the most fascinating
fact from the book.

Find someone who can
tell you the name of
the lighthouse.

Find someone who can
tell you the name of
another bridge in the

United States.

Find someone who
can tell you how
many rivets each
riveting gang had
to drive each day.

Find someone who can
tell you how much the
boy and girl would have
had to pay to cross the
bridge on the first day.

Find someone who
can tell you the name
of the illustrator of
Golden Gate.

Find someone who
can tell you one
fact they learned

from the Afterword.

Find someone who
can tell you the
name of the narrator

of Golden Gate.

FLIP OUT!

Illustrator Ellen Heck created a series of illustrations chronicling the construction of the Golden Gate Bridge.
If the pages in the book were turned quickly, this series of images would create an illusion of motion similar to
a flipbook. Have students select a simple object that can change in movement or size such as a bouncing ball or
a person growing taller. Here are some tips for student-made flipbooks:

«  Cut paper into small pieces, such as 3” x 6”, so it’s easy to flip.

+  Use a stapler, masking tape, or brass fasteners to bind the pages together.
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o Start with the last page and begin drawing an image.

+  On the next page, make a small adjustment to the drawing to create the illusion of motion. Each
subsequent page moving toward the front of the book should have a slightly different image.

«  Flip the pages back and forth to see if the animation is working.
+ Add a title and name to the front of the flipbook.

A video located on the website of the Kansas Children’s Discovery Center provides step-by-step directions
that are simple and easy for students to follow:

kansasdiscovery.org/making—a—ﬂipbook—discovery—at—home/

SUSPENSION BRIDGES

Encourage students to become engineers in designing a suspension bridge. A suspension bridge generally has
a roadway suspended from cables anchored at each end. The cables of the bridge are made of thousands of
steel wires bound together with the anchorages made of concrete or solid rock. There are over 1000 suspension
bridges in the United States. The Verrazano-Narrows Bridge in Lower New York Bay is the longest while the
Golden Gate Bridge is second. Have students conduct research about suspension bridges to learn about their
construction. Next, create teams of students and challenge them with the task of creating a suspension bridge
using materials such as popsicle sticks, paper towel rolls, cardboard, string, tape, and glue. Websites that offer
ideas include:

www.crayola.com/crafts/suspension—bridge—craft/

www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/How-Does—a—Suspension— Bridge—Work

ADDITIONAL WEBSITES AND RESOURCES

This website offers educational resources and additional information about the Golden Gate Bridge:

www.goldengate.org/bridge/history-research/educational-resources/

This website contains various crafts and activities for students along with links to other informative sites:

www.parksconservancy.org/stories/golden-gate-bridge-crafts-san-francisco-bay-area
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ABOUTTHE AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR

Elizabeth Partridge has lived near the Golden Gate Bridge all her life. Driving or walking across the strong steel
bridge, suspended between sky and water, always thrills her. The author of many books, Elizabeth is a National
Book Award finalist and has won the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Young Adult Literature, ALA’s Printz
Honor Award, the Boston Globe-Horn Book Award, and the Sibert Medal. She lives in Berkeley with her
three-generation family, two dogs, and the world’s shyest cat. For more information, please visit

elizabethpartridge.com.

Ellen Heck is a printmaker who also makes picture books, including her debut, A is for Bee. She has lived in eight
states but now calls North Carolina home. She enjoys reading children’s books, poetry, and pop science non-
fiction, traveling, and spending time with her family. Learn more at ellenheck.com

ABOUTTHE GUIDE CREATOR

This guide was created by Cyndi Giorgis, Professor of Literacy Education and Children’s Literature at Arizona
State University.

Sign up for Chronicle’s S&L newsletter!

www.chroniclebooks.com/pages/schoo|—|ibrary—sign—up

A~
A
h3

@ CHRONICLE BOOKS CHRONICLEKIDS.COM



http://www.chroniclebooks.com/pages/school-library-sign-up

